Water Quality of Falmouth’s Coastal Ponds

The clean water of Vineyard Sound, beautiful “\
beaches, and coastal ponds have long made N
Falmouth a destination for vacationers, retirees, T~

and year-round residents. Yet the very qualities

that attract people to Falmouth are now

threatened by increasing nitrogen pollution. All

of the estuaries and coastal ponds along

Falmouth's south shore have been degraded - K
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some severely - by excess hitrogen entering the A S A

water. The entire watershed of each estuary P

contributes to this problem.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

We can all help improve the health of our
coastal waters by getting involved:

* Reduce or eliminate fertilizer use at home
(see tips from the Falmouth Friendly Lawn
program on FACES' website.)

+ Support town efforts to develop a Town-
wide Wastewater Management Plan. This will
include sewering parts of town.

FACES
FACES (Falmouth Associations Concerned

with Estuaries and Salt Ponds) is a non-profit,

membership organization dedicated to
educating and inspiring citizens to preserve
the natural environment of estuaries and salt
ponds in Falmouth. Visit us on the web at:
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Nutrient Related Habitat Health

Green Pond

Nutrient related habitat health is a
summary of nitrogen-related measures of
habitat quality including dissolved oxygen,
chlorophyll, macroalgae, eelgrass, and
infaunal animals.

Poor = Significant impairment to severe
degradation

= Moderate Impairment
Good = Healthy habitat conditions

Habitat health does not include bacteria
monitoring and is not an index of public
health safety.

Index adapted from the Massachusetts
Estuaries Project
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